
Vicfor Riesef 

II ^ h I 

Hoffa still maps 

'• * 

Teamsters seizure 


f WASHINGTON— Sweating it out luxurl- 
i ously in a West Coast spa much of this last 
month, Jimmy Hoffa followed the Ellsberg- 
Pentagon Papers theft trial avidly, report- 
edly voiced approval at the judge’s abrupt 
dismissal of all proceedings and determined 
to consult one of the three defense attor- 
neys— Leonard Boudin of New York City. 

Boudin has been a favorite of Hoffa for a 
decade or so— one of 100 such lawyers in 
what the trade has called “Jimmy’s own 
bar association.’’. But few of them have 
ever done so well by the former all-power- 
ful Teamsters’ general president as Boud- 
in did for the admitted purloiner of classi- 
fied Defense Department and Rand think- 
tank documents. 


’There’s far more fundamental signifi- 
cance to Hoffa’s ambition for a reseizure of 
the vast Teamsters Brotherhood than the 
ego of this ex-convict, this friend of men 
identified by federal authorities as Mafiosi, 
a man often talked of as a complex of 
brutish physical instincts. 

THERE is FAR more than Hoffa’s low- 
key feud with incumbent general president 
Frank [Fitzl Fitzsimmons. The issue it 
seems to me is control of a massive labor 
organization, the nation’s largest, which is 
at the inner gears of America’s distributive 
system. . .. 

Few have looked deeply into the Team- 
sters organization. More than 2.2 mUlion 
strong, it reaches from the California salad 


Hoffa believes he needs such an attorney ^ t- 

to challenge. President.Nixon's cb.arcen>. las . 

“direct or indirect. managemeht’'’r.of*'5labcr;,M; r(l.{-:ebas! o'.'!Jrai 

organizatipn until March, 1980. Its cash on hand [in banks] 


, 1973, was more than $23 million. It has an 
Income of more than $41 million annually. 

It dominates pension funds running into the 
billions — and uncounted health and welfare 
cash flows which easily hit a billion dollars 
a year. 

It has vast real estate holdings in addi- 
tion to its $3 milli on headquarters here. 

Because of the AFL-CIO’s feud with Pres- 
ident Nixon and the administration, the 
Teamsters are in a powerful position as the 
labor force in residence. 

This is a powerful political, financial and 
, social vehicle for any man to control. Hoffa 
wants the big wheel so he can centralize 
the general president’s power. In his hands 
it could become the most powerful “civil- 
ian” force in the land- perhaps a total 
force. 

UNDER FITZSIMMONS the power has 
been decentralized. The regions’ confer- 
ences have become almost autonomous ba- 
ronies, constituencies, call them what you 
will. They coordinate at collective bargain- 
ing dme, which is now'. 

I don’t believe there will be a master 
freight haulers’ strike when the national 
contract expires June 30. But if there would 
be a countryw’ide strike, that would be the 
Mjfday the natipn 370 uld;begin,standing, still,. In; 
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. So the jousting for the leadership of the 
Teamsters is not any esoteric battle. There- 
fore it is fascinating to watch Fitz and his 
adtisers strip Hofia’s allies of their power. 

The Hoffa bloc is led mostly by Hoffa’s 
“angel” of some 25 years standing— Team- 
sters fourth vice president Harold J. Gib- 
bons. 

First Gibbons was moved out of the direc- 
torship of the central states conference; then 
he was stripped of the airline division. Last 
week, after reading the handlettering on the 
wall. Gibbons “emotionally’ quit as secre- 
tary-treasurer of Teamsters local 683, which 
covers the city of St. Louis and six coun- 
ties. He also left the regional joint council 
and some other posts. And took other offi- 
cials with him. 

HE STILL IS, however, a Soo.OOO-a-year 
Teamsters vice president. He’s in until 1976 
—elected by the ’71 convention. 

Jimmy Hoffa does manage to get a local 
or two [such as Local 2.30 Teamsters, Pitts- 
burgh] to invite him for a speech. But he’s 
not quitting. Just sweating it out. Readying 
to challenge the President and the govern- 
ment by running for president of his old 
home Detroit Local 299 — of which Fitz still 
is vice president. 

Perhaps counselor Boudin could do for 
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